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RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 9 April 1851 -fur, 

A “ COPY of the existing Patent granted to George and John Grierson, for 
Printing Bibles and Prayer Books in Ireland; also, a Return of the 
Number of Copies of the Holy Scriptures and Prayer Books printed 
by them in each Year since the granting of said Patent.” 



Upon search, it appeareth that the Inrolment of an Appointment remains of 
record amongst the Rolls in the Rolls Office of Her Majesty’s High Court 
of Chancery in Ireland, of which the following is a copy : — 

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, and so forth: To all unto whom these 
presents shall come, greeting. Whereas it is deemed advisable, in order to 
ensure accuracy in printing Proclamations, Orders in Council, and Fast and 
Thanksgiving Prayers, that our trusty and well-beloved George Abraham 
Grierson and • John Foster Grierson, esquires, should be continued as our 
printers in that part of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
called Ireland, for the above purpose : Know ye therefore, that we of our special 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent 
of our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin and councillor, John William,- 
Earl of Bessborough, our Lieutenant-General and General Governor of that part 
of our said United Kingdom called Ireland, and according to the tenor and 
effect of our letter under our privy signet and Royal sign manual, bearing date 
at our Court at St. James’s, the twenty-fifth clay of March One thousand eight 
hundred and forty-seven, in the tenth year of our reign, and now enrolled in 
the rolls of our High Court of Chancery in that part of our said United King- 
dom called Ireland, have given and granted, and by these presents we do give 
and grant unto our trusty and well- beloved George Abraham Grierson and 
John Foster Grierson, esquires, the office of our printers -general within that 
part of our said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland : 
And we do hereby give and grant unto the said George Abraham Grierson and 
John Foster Grierson full power and authority for the imprinting, distribution, 
and sale within that part of our said United Kingdom called Ireland, at the 
same prices as are charged by our printers in that part of our said United 
Kingdom called England, of all Proclamations, Orders in Council, Fast and 
Thanksgiving Prayers, from and after the thirty-first day of December last : 
And we do hereby also give and grant unto the said George Abraliram Griersou 
and John Foster Grierson like power and authority for printiug books of 
Common Prayer and Bibles in Ireland concurrently with the Universities, 
retaining the title of Queen’s Printers in Ireland, provided their duty be con- 
fined to the above employment and the printing of the Dublin Gazette; and 
them the said George Abraham Grierson and John Foster Grierson, our sole 
printers-general in Ireland, we do by these presents constitute, make, ordain, 
and appoint; To have, hold, exercise, and enjoy the said office, with all powers, 
authorities, profits, commodities, advantages, and privileges thereunto belong- 
ing or in anywise appertaining, unto the said George Abraham Grierson and 
John Foster Grierson, from the said thirty-first day of December last, during 
our pleasure, subject however to a concurrent right with the Universities as 
before mentioned : And we do hereby will and expressly forbid and prohibit all 
and every our subjects and all persons whatsoever besides the said George 
Abraham Grierson and John Foster Grierson, except as hereinbefore is reserved, 
from and after the date of these our letters patent during the time hereby granted, 
that they or any of them by themselves or by any others whatsoever do imprint 
or cause to be imprinted within Ireland aforesaid any of the said books, volumes, 
354. ’ proclamations, 
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proclamations, or any other printing as shall be published as aforesaid, without 
the licence of the said George Abraham Grierson and John Foster Grierson 
first had and obtained : Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall 
prevent the sale or publication within that part of our said United Kingdom 
called Ireland of all -Bibles, in all sizes or volumes, or of Books of the New 
Testament, in all sizes or volumes, which shall have been printed by either or 
the Universities in that part of our said United Kingdom called England : And 
we do hereby, of our like special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, by 
and with the advice-and consent aforesaid, grant unto the said George Abraham 
Grierson and John Foster Grierson, during the time hereby granted, full, power 
and authority, from time to time, that they may, within that part of our said 
United Kingdom called Ireland, as often as occasion shall require, take up 
such and so many skilful workmen in the trade, art or mystery of printing, as 
they in their discretion shall think fit, to work in the said trade, art or mystery, 
for such reasonable wages as they the said George Abraham Grierson and John 
Foster Grierson shall appoint, and for so long a time as they shall want the said 
workmen: And we do strictly charge and command all and singular mayors, 
sheriffs, constables, and all other our officers and ministers and loving subjects, 

' that they and every of them be aiding and assisting to the said George Abraham 
Grierson and John Foster Grierson in the execution of the said office, and all 
-other matters and tilings whatsoever herein contained: Provided always, that 
upon the determination at any time of these our -letters patent, they the said 
George Abraham Grierson and John Foster Grierson shall not be entitled to 
any compensation by reason thereof : Provided also, that this our grant or any- 
thing 'herein contained shall not in anywise be repugnant or contrary to any 
•grant already made by us, or any like grant to be made t>y ; ue, our heirs or 
successors, to any of our printers within that part of our said United Kingdom 
called England, or to any of their deputies or assigns, or any of them : Provided 
always, that these our letters patent be enrolled in the rolls of Our High Court 
of Chancery in Ireland within the space of six months next ensuing the date of 
these presents. In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made^ 
patent. Witness our aforesaid Lieutenant-General and General Governor ol 
Ireland, at Dublin, the 30th day of April, 1847. Inrolled the third day of May- 
One thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

J. M l Mahon, 

Deputy Keeper of the Rolls. 



At the date of the granting of the Patent to Messrs. George and John. 
Grierson, they had on hands an edition of the Book of Common Prayer, printed 
in quarto. 

Messrs. Grierson promptly addressed themselves to the printing of a small 
edition, 24mo. size Nonpareil, but found that the Dublin University hud just 
pritited an edition of this size of 25;000, as they tinderstood. 

They subsequently commenced and have made great progress with the 
following editions :■ — 



24mo. Miniou - 
24mo. Long Primer - 
48mo. Ruby - 



5.000 copies. 

6.000 copies. 
10,000 copies. 



Queen’s Printing Office, Dublin, 
27 May 1851. 



George and John Grierson. 
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